ineffable glances, signify and proffer it. I am taught the
poorness of our invention, the ugliness of towns and
palaces. Art and luxury have early learned that they must
work as enhancement and sequel to this original beauty.

EMERSON (from The Essays)

Ye Presences of Nature in the sky
And on the earth ! Ye Visions of the hills I
And Souls of lonely places ! can I think
A vulgar hope was yours when ye employed
Such ministry., when ye, through many a year
Haunting me thus among my boyish sports.
On caves and trees, upon the woods and hills,
Impressed, upon all forms, the characters
Of danger or desire; and thus did make
The surface of the universal earth,
With triumph and delight, with hope and fear,
Work like a sea ?
I would walk alone,
Under the quiet stars, and at that time
Have felt whate'er there is of power in sound
To breathe an elevated mood, by form
Or image unprofaned; and I would stand,
If the night blackened with a coming storm,
Beneath some rock, listening to notes that are
The ghostly language of the ancient earth,
Or make their dim abode in distant winds.
Thence did I drink the visionary power;
And deem not profitless those fleeting moods
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